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Sir: 

Applicants respond herein to the April 21, 2004 Office Action. The period for response 
thereto is extended by the accompanying Petition for Extension of Time. 

Claims 1, 2, and 4-8 are pending in the above-identified application. In the present 
submission, no claims are amended, canceled, or added. 

Applicants request reconsideration of the rejections and objections as follows: 

Claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 7, and 8 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as anticipated by 
Ishioka et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,703,849). Applicants respectfully traverse this rejection. 

The Ishioka et al. patent names the same inventors as those named by the present 
application. However, a rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) must be based on a patent or 
application that names different inventors. Therefore, the present rejection caimot be proper. 

(Applicants have also reviewed the other provisions of 35 U.S.C. § 102, such as those in 
paragraphs (a) and (b), and no other provision can support a rejection either.) 
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Accordingly, applicants now solicit the withdrawal of the rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 



Applicants appreciate the indication in the Office Action that claim 6 would be allowable 
if rewritten in independent form. However, claim 6 depends from claim 1, and, as discussed 
above, parent claim 1 should be allowed. Therefore, it is not necessary to rewrite claim 6 in 
independent form to gain its allowance. 

In view of the remarks above, applicants now submit that the application is in condition 
for allowance. Accordingly, a Notice of Allowability is hereby requested. If for any reason it is 
believed that this application is not now in condition for allowance, the Examiner is welcome to 
contact applicants' undersigned attorney at the telephone number indicated below to arrange for 
disposition of this case. 

In the event that this paper is not timely filed, applicants petition for an appropriate 
extension of time. The fees for such an extension, or any other fees which may be due, may be 
charged to Deposit Account No. 50-2866. 

Respectfully submitted, 
WESTERMAN, HATTORI, DANIELS & ADRIAN, LLP 
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102(e). 




Joseph L. Felber 
Attorney for Applicants 
Reg. No. 48,109 



